
Discover Brickfields
:Building Kuala Lumpur



Brickfields is located immediately to south of Kuala Lumpur’s historic 
town centre adjacent to “Chinatown” and Kg Attap. Bounded by Jalan 
Scott (NE) & the Klang River (E), Midvalley & Kg Abdullah Hukum (S), 
Jalan Bangsar and Jalan Travers (W) and Jalan Damansara NW).  

When the original mining settlement of Kuala Lumpur was established in 
the mid 1850s, travel from Klang to Kuala Lumpur took 3 days by poling a 
boat up river. 

By the 1870s, one could travel by steam boat for 1½ hours and reach 
Damansara Village. The journey would continue overland route on 
horseback north to Batu Tiga, so called because it was 3 miles from 
Damansara, and continued through Penchala to KL. Distances along the 
Damansara Road was marked out by milestones and the 15th milestone 
was where the road ended. Brickfields Road ran off Damansara Road at 
Mile 15 and so Brickfields became popularly referred to as Batu Limabelas. 
With the start of rail travel in 1886, the overland route was no longer used 
but the name stuck.



The name Brickfields has its origins in the active brick-making industry 
which was established in this area in the 1870s.  Kapitan Cina Yap Ah Loy, 
had established a brick kiln to make bricks and tiles for export to 
Singapore; his brickfield is believed to have been on the site where KL 
Sentral is today. By the mid 1880s, there were at least 15 brick kilns in this 
area because of the mandatory regulation to rebuild timber and thatch 
into brick and tiled roofs structures. 

The establishment of the railway in the 1880s brought with it mainly Tamil 
migrant labour to work on the construction of the railway lines. Many of 
the labourers erected temporary housing where they worked.  The 
population of the area swelled when junior rank civil servants, many of 
whom came from various other Indian and Ceylonese (now Sri Lankan) 
communities, moved here and this created a sense that Brickfields was an 
“Indian” enclave. 

By the middle of the 20th century, Brickfields had seen the founding of 
several schools, businesses and industry. There was the first petrol station 
in Kuala Lumpur established in Brickfields, a cinema, several major social 
institutions including the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), and 
several religious institutions, residential enclaves of government quarters 
and other private homes which were permanent brick buildings, 
interspersed with urban kampung mainly housing people of Indian ethnic 
origin, whose dwellings were largely temporary or semi-permanent 
structures.



Today Brickfields continues to be largely identified as an Indian quarter, 
particularly Tamil and Sri Lankan. However, there is a large presence of 
Malay and Chinese communities in the neighbourhood with official 
census figures showing that in 1980 the percentage of Chinese (36%) and 
Indians (38%) were almost equal, with Malays making up 25% of the 
population. By 2000, the percentage of Chinese had dropped to 25%, but 
there was a substantial increase to 13% of non-citizens living in the 
neighbourhood. In real numbers however, the population of Brickfields is 
decreasing, and dropped from over 15,000 to under 12,000 in the same 
period. Nevertheless, for those familiar with the area, Brickfields appears 
to be much more crowded.  

Since the early 2000s, the face of Brickfields has become increasingly 
changed. The development of KL Sentral as a futuristic self-contained city 
within what was originally the railway yard, has begun to dramatically 
encroach and overwhelm the scale and character of this neighbourhood. 
However, for the present, its traditional spaces and activities continue, but 
whether it will wholly embrace the futuristic trajectory set by KL Sentral 
or hang onto its diverse cultural identity remains to be seen. 

(This has been partly adapted from: J M Gullick, Kuala Lumpur1880-1895, JMBRAS)



Malaysian Association for 
the Blind (MAB)



MAB was established by Major D R Bridges in 1951 to look after the 
welfare of the blind in the country. He had been blinded during World War 
II while serving in the British army in Burma, and after his rehabilitation in 
England he was assigned to work as a welfare officer for the blind in 
Malaya and subsequently served as the first Executive Director of MAB in 
the 1950s. 

Major Bridges was responsible for also setting up several other 
institutions which provided support for the visually impaired. These 
included the Gurney Training Centre (GTC) on Marsh Road (now Jalan 
Sultan Abdul Samad).  

In 1996, MAB’s current complex was opened by  the Yang Di Pertuan 
Agong Tuanku Ja’afar Ibni Almarhum Tuanku Abdul Rahman on the site of 
the former GTC. 



By 1997, it housed many services for the blind under its roof – the GTC, 
Braille Library, Placement Services, Headquarters and administration 
offices, sports and recreational facilities which include a goalball centre, 
gymnasium and jogging track as well as a pre-school programme for Blind 
Children and an Elderly Blind Centre. 

MAB’s other primary objective is blindness prevention and the 
establishment of the Tun Hussein Onn Eye Hospital in Petaling Jaya in the 
early 1980s was a key initiative.  

Brickfields is probably the first neighbourhood in Kuala Lumpur to have 
extensive paths of tactile paving which is a system of textured ground 
surface indicators found on sidewalks to cater for the needs of visually 
impaired pedestrians. 



Sri Kandaswamy Kovil



Built in 1902 on land bought by donations raised by Sri Lankan Tamil 
Hindus, this was the first temple established for their community in 
Malaya. 

Managed by the Malaysian Ceylon Saivites Association, the original 
temple was a small building with walls and a gopuram. A Reading Room 
and a hall were added between 1905 and 1910. 

The temple is located at the end of Jalan Scott, which is named after a Mr 
Scott, a Scottish gentleman who owned an aerated water factory nearby. 

In 1992 the original temple was demolished and in 1997, this new temple 
building, modelled after the Nallur Kandaswamy Temple in Jaffna, Sri 
Lanka, was completed.



The main entrance to the temple is crowned by an elaborate gateway 
tower, gopuram, which is typical of South Indian Dravidian style Hindu 
temple architecture. The basic plan of a Hindu temple is an open, 
symmetrical structure based on a square grid pattern. 

It incorporates four elements: the kodisthampam (flagstaff), the 
palibeedam (sacrificial altar), vaganam (vehicle for the main deity) and the 
inner sanctum, garbagham, which is where the main deity, Lord Muruga, 
is housed. 

Beside the temple is the Kalamandapam Hall, built in the 1970s, and 
which replaced the original Reading Room and Hall. Over the years this 
has been extended and provides important function space for social, 
cultural and educational activities. At the back of the temple is a lotus 
pond and a grotto where peacocks and peahens wander.



Tamil Methodist Church



Established in 1897, the church was first located on Batu Road (now Jalan 
Tuanku Abdul Rahman). It moved to Java Street (now Jalan Tun Perak) and 
in 1899 to the corner of Malacca Street (Jalan Melaka) and Church Street 
(Jalan Gereja). This church served all the Methodists in Kuala Lumpur. But 
in 1917, 1920 and 1928 respectively, the English speaking, Lutheran and 
Chinese speaking congregations moved to their own churches. 

In 1960, the Tamil Methodist Church moved to its current site located 
between Jalan Sultan Abdul Samad and Jalan Thambypillai in Brickfields. 
Here, it continues to serve a diverse community. Offering two main 
services in English and Tamil, it also caters to the migrant community 
residing or working in the area and has a Telugu and Nepalese Ministry. 

The church also has a strong social mandate. It was involved in helping 
set up Wisma Harapan which caters to the needs of mentally challenged 
children. Its kindergarten and learning centre provides educational 
programmes for the under privileged, and works with several NGOs for 
example those supporting projects for the rehabilitation of drug users. 

The design of the Tamil Methodist Church with its steeply-angled roof 
which meets at the top in the shape of the letter A, is a fine example of 
this architectural style which was popular in the 1960s and 1970s. The 
rubble wall finish and three tall stained glass windows are a distinctive 
landmark in Brickfields.



Buddhist Maha Vihara



The Buddhist Maha Vihara was established in 1894 by the Singhalese 
community on a piece of land which was granted to it by the Selangor 
Government. 

Founded by the Sasanabhi Wurdhi Wardhana Society which is the oldest 
registered Buddhist society in the Klang Valley, it is located along Jalan 
Berhala which used to be known as Temple Road after the fact that the 
temple was found here.  

The foundation stone at its shrine room was laid by Mrs Martha Spooner, 
the wife of C E Spooner who was the Provincial Engineer for the British 
Colonial government in Kuala Lumpur. The shrine was completed in 1895 
and is still standing in the grounds of the temple complex today.



In 1926, the temple bell and belfry was added and a sapling of the sacred 
Bodhi tree was planted. This was from cuttings taken from Bodhi trees at 
Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka. See if you can find out where the original tree 
still stands today. 

Over the years many other buildings have been constructed in the 
compound. These include the International Buddhist Pagoda which is next 
to the original Shrine Room. It was dedicated in 1971 and is 15 meters in 
diameter and 18 meters high. Its shape is a traditional Ceylonese design, 
Dhannyakara, or heap of padi. It has an interior meditation hall with walls 
decorated with images of Buddha which have been donated from different 
countries. There are also quarters for monks and a multi-function hall, a 
library and administration office within the complex. You will see a lotus 
pond at the front when you enter the grounds. 

One of the major festivals which are celebrated here is Wesak Day when 
Buddhists commemorate three significant events in Gautama Buddha’s 
life – his birthday, his enlightenment and his passing away. Offerings of 
flowers, joss sticks and candles are lit as a reminder that our human life is 
just temporary.



Evangelical Lutheran 
Church



The building for the Evangelical Lutheran Church dates back to 1924. It is 
located along Jalan Sultan Abdul Samad and caters to Tamil Lutherans 
who originally came to work in Malaya in the late 1800s from Tamil Nadu, 
India.  

Within its two-acre compound is a watchtower standing two stories high 
which used to hold a bell with the words “Kuala Lumpur 1927” etched on 
it in English and Tamil. Beside the church building, there is the Zion 
Lutheran Hall which was built in 1963. There is also an international school 
and a hostel for women located within the compound. 

Stories recounted by people who used to live in Brickfields is that there 
were several fruit trees standing in the grounds – mangosteen, durian, 
langsat, jambu and even a pulasan (botak rambutan) tree. There also used 
to be a very large kapok (cotton) tree in the compound. 

Today the church serves a multi-ethnic community which can be seen 
from the fact that they hold their Sunday prayer services in many different 
languages.



100 Quarters



Popularly known as the 100 Quarters, these government quarters were 
built in 1917 as “married quarters” to house members of the junior civil 
service and their families. 

There are three regimented rows of 100 terrace houses in 10 blocks 
organised next to a playing field, linking the busy Jalan Tun Sambanthan 
to Jalan Sultan Abdul Samad, along Jalan Rozario, Jalan Chan Ah Tong 
and Lorong Chan Ah Tong.  

One used to see a sea of bicycles parked along Jalan Chan Ah Tong as 
youth from the area came to watch football and hockey games on this 
playing field. This field had acted as a social focus for the Brickfields 
community until a few years ago when it was paved over and turned into 
a car park. 



The roads Jalan Rozario and Jalan Chan Ah Tong were named after two 
former chief clerks in the Malayan civil service, F L De Rozario and Chan 
Ah Tong who had served under the former Resident-General of the 
Federated Malay States, Sir William Hood  Treacher. He recommended that 
these roads be named after them as an acknowledgement of their good 
service. 

In January 2014, a notice was published in the media announcing a 
proposal to redevelop this area into three blocks of 35 to 43 storey towers 
comprising 1,434 units of service apartments.  

The 100 Quarters stood for 99 years; the demolition of the buildings 
started in late May 2015.



Vivekananda Ashrama



The Vivikenanda Ashrama was established in 1895 by members of the 
Jaffna (Sri Lankan) Tamil community in KL in honour of the Indian spiritual 
leader, Swami Vivekananda, when his visited Malaya en route to 
addressing the Chicago Parliament of Religions in 1893. The VA’s aim is to  
propagate the spirit of spiritual tolerance and understanding.  

The building which stands on Jalan Tun Sambanthan (formerly Brickfields 
Road) was completed in 1907 as a “Reading Room” and was used for 
lectures on Vedantic philosophy and comparative religious studies, Gita 
and Yoga classes, etc. In the 1950s and 1960s two other buildings were 
added at the rear of the compound which provided additional space for 
educational and cultural activities as well as a hostel for students. 

The Vivekananda Ashrama is a single storey building that houses a high 
double volume hall which gives the impression of a double storey entity 
from the outside. The architectural style of the building is a fusion of 
Victorian and Moghul Indian architecture influences.



Walking around to the side of the building you will see four tall timber 
frame glass French doors with rectangular fanlights which open out onto 
verandahs that run along both sides of the hall. The VA was originally 
affiliated with the Ramakrishna Mission until 1926 and this logo can still 
be seen above the main entrance to the building. 

The Vivekananda Ashrama building together with the statue of Swami 
Vivekananda (commissioned in the mid 1990s) which stands in the front 
garden, are one of the most impressive landmarks in Brickfields.



Sam Kow Tong



The Sam Kow Tong was established in 1916 and its name translates from 
Cantonese as “Three Teachings Temple” which refers to the major 
doctrines of Confucianism, Buddhism and Taoism.  

Built by the Heng Hua clan, it is oriented according to feng shui principles 
with its back to Federal Hill and its front facing the Klang River but the 
high rise development at KL Sentral now blocks the view of the temple to 
the hill. 

The entrance to the building is on the lane located between Jalan 
Thambypillai and Jalan Sultan Abdul Samad. Thambypillai was an 
influential landlord in Brickfields while Sultan Abdul Samad (1804 - 1898) 
was the fourth Sultan of Selangor.



This temple is best known for the paintings of filial piety which can be 
seen on the front wall of the building placed between the main entrance 
and the two side entrances. Filial piety was a primary duty of all Chinese 
and there are a total of 24 examples contained in two panels of 12 stories 
each.  These stories form an important part of Chinese folklore and are 
said to have been chosen and compiled during the Yuan Dynasty (1280 – 
1368 CE).  

Inside you will see photographs of the original temple which was a simple 
timber-frame building with a thatch roof. 

Like most temple buildings of the Southern Chinese style, it is a 
symmetrical building with three bays on a strong horizontal axis. It has a 
Hokkien-style temple roof which is curved with upturned corners called 
swallow tails. The roof with its three ridges has green glazed ceramic tiles 
and is highly decorated with dragons and other animals and flora. This 
type of traditional decoration is called chien nien, which is cut-and-paste 
ceramic shard work.




