
Discover Bukit Nanas
: The Forest In The City



Muzium Telekom



Built by the Public Works Department, the precursor to Jabatan Kerja Raya 
(JKR), it was completed in April 1928 as the new Automatic Telephone 
Exchange at a total cost of Straits Settlements $186,904. 

It remained the Telecoms Headquarters until the 1960s when the new 
Telecoms Headquarters was built across the road. 

It has a dramatic façade of giant Ionic columns which rise the full height of 
the building, and is one of the finest examples of neo-Classical 
architecture in Malaysia. 

The building was gazetted as a National Monument in 1985 and has since 
been turned into the Telekom Muzium.



St John’s Cathedral



The parish of St John’s Church was established in 1883 by Rev. Father 
Charles Letessier, to serve the Roman Catholic community of Selangor. 

The original church was of timber with an attap roof and was believed to 
have been built on the site of a former Malay defensive stockade. This 
timber building was replaced by a cruciform (cross-shaped) masonary 
brickwork and plaster building in 1886 when the original burnt down.  

This new church was partly burnt in 1910 and again in 1920. It was then 
enlarged and was turned into the Fatima Kindergarten when the present 
St John’s Church was built on the neighbouring site in 1955 at a cost of 
$350,000. 

It was consecrated as a Cathedral in 1958. 

Within the compound of the Cathedral, is the Archdiocesan Family Life 
Ministry Office Centre, a two-storey bungalow in masonary brickwork and 
plaster which also dates back to the 1920s. 

In 1964, the church bells were installed and named Mary, Fatima, Clare and 
Carol Anne and you can still hear them ringing today. 

The Cathedral building was designed by Robert B Pereria and is a 
distinctive landmark on Bukit Nanas with its twin spires.



Menara AIA



The 30 storey highrise sits on the site which used to hold Loke Hall, the 
house of Alan Loke Wan Wye, the second son of Loke Yew, a famous 
businessman and philanthropist who was probably the richest man during 
his time. 

The only thing which remains of the mansion  are the gate posts and 
wrought iron gate which mark the entrance to the car-park. 

Alan Loke died in 1941 and is buried at the Loke Yew family graveyard 
which is now located within the MINDEF housing at Desa Tun Hussein 
Onn, on what was originally the Hawthornden Rubber Estate owned by 
Loke Yew. 

On 4 August 1975, five Japanese Red Army (JRA) members stormed the 
US Embassy on the 9th floor of the building and held 53 people hostage 
for 4 days. The JRA was a militant organisation intent on overthrowing the 
Japanese government and they demanded the release of several JRA 
prisoners in exchange for the hostages and for a plane to take them to 
another country for asylum.



St John’s Institution



Originally established as a boy’s school in 1904, the main building you see 
now was built between 1906 – 1908 at a cost of $58,000. It was designed 
by La Salle Brother Adrian of Penang, extended in 1914, and further 
remodeled in 1920, with further extensions in the 1950s, 60s and 80s. 

At the opening of the school by H E The High Commissioner, Sir John 
Anderson in August 1908, the Malay Mail reports that Messrs. Chow Kit, 
Chow Thye, Kong Lam and Tak In and The Beow Teng donated generously 
to the building of the school. 

The school was described as a charming one, with the view from the first 
floor was pretty while the view from the top storey was magnificent. It 
was built to accommodate 840 boys and was made of local brick with 
stucco facings and had a frontage of 200 feet, was 45 feet deep, and 
almost 80 feet high with broad verandahs with pillared arches and green 
stone balustrades running along both sides of the block.  

The building has influences of Baroque and Classical European 
architectural styles with a grand porch entrance and roof pediments. 

The students are known as Johannians and among the well-known 
alumni are HRH Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah of Selangor and YAB Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak. 

The school’s motto is Fide Et Labore which is Latin for faith and zeal. 

St John’s Institution was gazetted as heritage building and placed on the 
Heritage Register in 2011.



Convent Bukit Nanas



The school was established in 1899 by Roman Catholic missionary nuns 
from the Sisters of the Order of the Holy Infant Jesus with only 12 
students.   

As the number of students increased, the school shifted to a building 
which was previously the Victoria Hotel located in Brickfields.  

In 1909, the school shifted again to its present site in Bukit Nanas. 
Convent Bukit Nanas has served as a school & orphanage. Today, it is one 
of the leading all-girls’ schools in the city.  

When it was first built, the school consisted of a two-storey main block of 
classrooms facing Bukit Nanas with deep verandahs. It had a long block 
placed perpendicular to this main block which extends down to, and 
overlooks, Jalan Ampang, which housed the orphanage and a chapel. 

The school was built by the Public Works Department, the precursor to 
Jabatan Kerja Raya (JKR) and designed by two government architects, a 
Mr Huxley assisted by Mr Kesteven (the latter also designed the Sulaiman 
Building on Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin in 1926 and the Sultan Sulaiman 
Royal Mosque in Klang in 1933) echoing the lines of Gothic style European 
style monasteries found in England where the missionary nuns came 
from.  

Convent Bukit Nanas was used as a refugee camp during the Japanese 
Occupation of Malaya between 1941 and 1945.



Bukit Nanas Forest Reserve



Bukit Nanas was formerly known at the Weld Hill Forest Reserve and it 
was the first in the country to be gazetted as a reserve in 1904. 

There were many reports of oxen constantly being eaten by tigers which 
lived in the forest nearby during the building of St John’s Institution 
(1904) and Convent Bukit Nanas (1909). 

In 1953, spoil (material  removed  from  an  excavation) from Bukit Nanas 
was used to fill up certain roads in KL such as Jalan Yap Kwan Seng, Jalan 
Brickfields and Jalan Davidson. Plans to turn the forest reserve into a 
tourist attraction begin as early as 1969. The State Government of 
Selangor gave its support in 1970 by agreeing to de-gazette Bukit Nanas 
Reserve into a public park.  

The Cheechi & Co Team of Experts submitted a proposal of building a 
tower with a Revolving Restaurant. The estimated costs were USD
$24,000. The initial proposals included an Orchid Display center, Aviaries 
with plunge pools and bubble cars complete with stations. 

In 1972, the reserve was officially open to the public. The bubble car & 
orchid display was set up in the next two years. 

In the mid 1980s, Bukit Nanas eventually lost its luster- the once popular 
bubble car system was grounded and the public complex shut its doors 
for the last time.  

Bukit Nanas Forest Reserve has now been renamed to The KL Forest Eco 
Park. 



In The Forest Reserve



The reserve is rare example of the original tropical forests that covered 
most of where KL was originally founded. 

Bukit Nanas is bordered by Jalan Raja Chulan (Weld Road), Jalan Gereja 
(Church Street), Jalan Ampang (Ampang Road) and Jalan Sultan Ismail 
(Treacher Road). 

It is currently home to 204 species of plants, 19 species of birds and 
various species of monkeys, squirrels and butterflies. Bukit Nanas Forest 
Reserve is the only virgin tropical rain forest left in the city.  The reserve is 
a dying forest and has shrunk from its original 17.50 hectares to 9.37 
hectares, having been subjected to random logging and encroachment 
and development.  

The story is told of Bukit Nanas (translated as Pineapple Hill) is that in the 
early days of the growth of modern Kuala Lumpur it was called Bukit 
Gombak as it overlooked the Gombak River. There was a stockade built by 
Raja Mahadi on the hill and they grew rows of pineapple plants around 
the stockade to act as fortification for their defence because it was 
believed the sharp spikes of the pineapple would injure the barefoot 
attackers and therefore prevent a surprise attack by enemy forces. 

In January 2015, there were reports in the media of a secret tunnel 
believed to be centuries old stretching from Bukit Nanas to the Klang 
River. It is believed to have been used as an escape route during the 
Selangor Civil War in the 1860s and 1870s and there are plans to turn it 
into a tourist attraction.



St Andrew’s Church &
Jalan Raja Chulan



Very few KLlites today realize that The Weld Tower evokes memories of 
Weld Road, now known as Jalan Raja Chulan.  

Weld Road was named after the first British Governor of the Straits 
Settlements, Sir Frederick Weld. It was renamed Raja Sir Chulan, in honor 
of the Raja Di-Hilir Perak- the second son of Sultan Abdullah Muhammad 
Shah of Perak. 

In 1930, Raja Chulan was made a Knight of the British Empire, the first 
Malay prince to be awarded a knighthood. He died at his residence in 
Kuala Kangsar in 10 April 1933.  

A tunnel was built in the pre-war years that runs from Weld Road to 
Brickfields and continues to be used by maintenance staff of Telekom 
Malaysia, whose old headquarters building still remains.  

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church was constructed between 1917-1918 and 
the Hall behind the church in 1929.  

When the Rev. William Cross requested the Government in 1915 for the 
site to build the church,  one of the city’s magnates, Choo Kia Peng, 
dissented as he wanted the site to be alloted to a Chinese Girls’ School 
instead.  




